162       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

"25-12-1938?

I have just now arrived at Rajkot. I have acquainted myself with
the situation of Rajkot. Your Highness must have known from
the papers the public discussions that took place in connection
with the interview between the Dewan Saheb and myself in Bom-
bay. There are strong reasons to believe that all these misunder-
standings have intentionally been created for certain specified pur-
poses, and I believe that the settlement is only thereby prevented.

If Your Highness feels that it is possible to remove this mis-
understanding by our interview, I am prepared to explain the
real situation/5

To this letter, the Thakore Saheb replied as follows
on the same day :

"25-12-1938

My dear Sardar Vallabhbhai,

Thanks for your note received just now.
I shall be delighted if you come and have tea with me at
5 P. M. to-day.

We shall then discuss the present question in presence of my
Council Members.

Yours sincerely
(Sd.) DHARMENDRASINH."

Accordingly, Mr. Patel waited upon the Thakore
Saheb at the time appointed, taking -with him the draft of
the Notification; and it is necessary to draw attention to
the second paragraph in it. This ran as follows :

"We have decided to appoint a Committee of ten gentlemen
who should be subjects or servants of our State, seven of whom
would be recommended to us by Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel for
nomination. The President of the Committee shall be a person
appointed by us who shall be fully conversant with the State
affairs and in whom we have full confidence."

The meeting and discussion, at -which members of the
Thakore Saheb's Council were present, appear to have
lasted for several hours, and ultimately, some time after
midnight, an agreement was reached as to the terms of
the Notification, -which the Thakore Saheb undertook to
publish in an issue of the Rajkot Gazette that day, i.e.,
December 26th. This was done and the Notification
(No. 50 of 1938-39) duly appeared. The second para-